
No Apologies ForToday's Slavery
By LawrenceT. Newman

Inthespringof 1997,thePresident
ofthe United States apologized for
the enslavement of Blacks hundred

ofyearsago. Butwhoisapologizing
for human bondage toiiy? Why
hasn't President Clinton apologized
for the fact that 2000 out of 6000
garment shops in New York City
couldbecalledsweatshops,and4S00
outofSOOOshops inLosAngeles?In
one sweatshop in I^ew York's fa
mousgarmentdistrict,an employee
testified in 1996 that there was one

bathroom for 100 people, and she
workedat least 56 hours a week widi

novacationor holidaysoff.inblister
inghotor freezing coldconditions.

In August 1995, 72 illegal Thai
immigrants were releasedfromhu
manbondage behindbarbedwiresin
El Monte, California, near Los An
geles. Theyworkedas virtualslaves
inan around-the-clock garment fac-
tor>- for69centsan hour,filling the
racks ofAmerican stores like Mont-
gomcr\'Ward and Scars.

Labor abuses and bondage do
occur in the garment industr>*. One
ofthelargestpoultry' producers inthe
U.S., based on the Eastern Shore of
Mar\-land. is Perdue Farms. A t\pi-
cal day for the Black women who
workon Perdue lines involves stand

ing in ice-cold rooms on cement
floorsas chickens race past them on
convc>or belts. Some women are
forccd to gut as many as 120 birds
per minute. Workers are routinely
denied permission forthe bath
room. sometimes forced to urinate
on themselves, and tlien not allowed
to change into dr>: clothes, despite
the freezing temperatures. Workers
dcscribc Perdue Farm conditions as

"likebeingaslave"andbeing"treated
likedogs." Most laborabusesoccur
in industries which produce every
day products such as sports equip
ment, sneakers, toys, carpets, and
clothing. What do these products
have to do with the global child
prostitutionindustr\'.?
Across the world, 250 million chil

dren are forced to labor long hours
for low pay. Childrenwho are e.x-
ploitedas labor resourcesare often
alsoe.xploited forsexualpurposes.A
million childrenare forced to work in

Asia's sex trade. "In the ever-ex

panding global free market, child
prostitutes are among the hottest
commodities." according to World
Watch magazine. Summer 1995.
Expertsclaimthat tne U.S. military-
encouraged Thailand's brothel in-
dustt>' since 1975, when American
soldiers wereallowed to comeashore

and visit brothels. At the same time,

the World Bank encouraged Thai
landtofonn a plantoanract wealthy
foreign tourists. The plan under-
wToie the sex industry-, with no ob
jections from the World Bank or
others. Over 20.000 brothels soon

surfaced in Thailand, where there

are nearly one million child prosti
tutes. In 1993,homeless childpros
titutes of ages 8 on up weregunned
down by police while sleeping in
front ofa church in Rio de Jancrio.

In the Philippines, five-sur hotels
such as Ramada block off whole

floors for the use of Japanese sex
tourists. According to the Institute
for the Protection of Children, nine

percent ofprostitutes were less than
10 years old when they were sold
into sexual slaverv. In Sri Lanka, at
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least 10,000 boy prostitutes receive
as little as a dollar per day as sexual
slaves.Childprostitutesarepartand
parcel of tourist packagc holidays in
many countries.

Because of widespread fears in
manyLatin Americancountriesre
garding the use of their homeless
children for "spare parts," prosti
tutes, and household servants or
slaves,somecountrieshavevirtually
discontinuedall adoptions by Ameri
cans. In 1992, a New Jersey lawyer
was arrested in Peru for child traf

ficking. A former juvenile judge ex
plainedanti-U.S. sentiments by Pe
ruvians as a fear of "unscrupulous
lawyers, corrupt officials, and for
eign couples with mone\-...(w-ho)
combineto turn a child intoan object
ofcommerce, ofdeceit." Scandalsof
"baby-buying" and "baby-stealing"
have hit the Latin American coun

tries ofBolivia. Columbia. Ecuador.

Honduras. Paraguay, and Guate
mala like a violent storm.

In 1996, two UnitedStates report
ers successfully bought t\vo boy
slaves,ages lOand 12,inSudan. The
boys were returned to their father as
the reporters confirmed first-hand
childslaverv'inSudan. Accordingto
the Washington Post. March 14.
1996. Black women slaves are sold

in Khartoum for as linleas S15. U.S.

govemmentreports placed the num
ber ofslaves currently held in North
Africa at 90.000 to 300,000, but

normalgovernmental relationscon
tinue and expand among slave-hold
ing countries and the United States
each and every day.
In lectures across the United States,

a former FBI agent of 26 years

claims that auctions ofmissing and
exploited children as held in the
United States. In America, nearly
one million children arc reported as
missing and exploited each year.
(850 children from Indiana remain
missing today.) Millions more are
shuttledintofostercareand brutally
separated from their friends, teach
ers, clergy,and familymemberswho
normally protect them from exploi
tation. Are these missing children
and foster children part of "the un
dergroundworldof forcedchildpros
titution" and child bbor, described in
the Congressional Quarterly ofAu
gust 25, 1996?
Who has ever apologized for sci

entificexperiments done on infants
and toddlers used as sexual toys by
"researchers" for the Kinsey Insti
tute of Indiana University"' Hun
dredsofchildrenwereforcedagainst
their will to serve as sexual objects
for deviant adults who timed their

sexual responses with stopwatches.
This violence done to infants and

children in the name of "science" is

reminiscentofthe"scientificexperi-
mentatirai"done to hundredsofBlack

men with syphilis in the infamous
Tuskegee Study, which lasted for 40
years at taxpayer expense. The
Kinsey Institute is still funded at
ta.\payerexpense.Thetaxpayersand
decent citizens of America deserve

an apology for the slavery and bond
ageofchildrenandadults today. We
deserve much more than an apology.
Bondageand brutality*mustbeended.
Slavery is nota thingofthe past, but
a modem-day monsterwhich roams
the globe and preys on poor people
ofall ages in every country.
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