No Apologies For Today's Slavery

By LawrenceT. Newman

Inthe spring of 1991, the President
of the United States apologized for
the enslavement of Blacks hundred
of ycars ago. But who is apologizing
for human bondage today? Why
hasn't President Clinton apologized
for the fact that 2000 out of 6000
garment shops in New York City
couldbecalled sweatshops, and 4500
outof 5000shopsin Los Angeles? In
onc sweatshop in New York's fa-

mous garment district, an cmployce

testified in 1996 that there was one
bathroom for 100 p:coﬁle, and she
worked atlcast 56 hQU rsaweck with
no vacationor holidaysoff, inblistcr-
ing hot or freezing cold conditions.

In August 1995, 72 illcgal Thai
immigrants were released from hu-
man bondage behind barbed wires in
El Monte, Califomia, ncar Los An-
geles. They worked as virtual slaves
in an around-the-clock garment fac-
tory for 69 cents an hour, filling the
racks of American stores like Mont-
gomery Ward and Scars.

Labor abuses and bondage do
occur in the garment industry. Onc
of thelargest poultry producersinthe
U.S.. based on the Eastern Shore of
Maniand. is Perduc Farms. A typi-
cal day for the Black women who
workon Perduc lines involves stand-
ing in ice-cold rooms on cement
floors as chickens race past them on
conveyor belts. Some women are
forced to gut as many as 120 birds
per minutc. Workers are routincly
deniced pcrmissionl forthe bath-
room, somctimes forced to urinate
on themselves, and then not allowed
to change into dry clothes. despite
the freczing temperatures. Workers
describe Perduc Farm conditions as

|

“likebeingaslave” and being “treated
like dogs." Most labor abuscs occur
in industrics which producc every-
day products such as sports equip-
ment, sneakers, toys, carpets, and
clothing. What do these products
have to do with the global child
prostitution industry.?

Across the world, 250 million chil-
dren are foreed to labor long hours
for low pay. Children who are ex-
ploited as labor resources are often
alsocxploited forsexual purposes. A
million childrenarc forced toworkin
Asia's sex trade. "In the cver-ex-
panding global frce market. child
prostitutes are among the hottest
commodities.” according to World
Watch magazine. Summer 1995.
Expertsclaim thattne U. S. military
cncouraged Thailand's brothel in-
dustry since 1975, when American
soldicrs wercallowed to come ashore
and visit brothels. At the same time,
the World Bank cncouraged Thai-
land to forma plantoattract wealthy
forcign tourists. The plan under-
wrotc the sex industry. with no ob-
jections from the World Bank or
others. Over 20,000 brothels soon
surfaced in Thailand. where there
are ncarly onc million child prosti-
tutes. In 1993, homeless child pros-
titutes of ages 8 on up were gunned
down by police while slecping in
front of a church in Rio de Jancrio.
In the Philippines, five-star hotels
such as Ramada block off whole
floars for the usc of Japanese sex
tourists. According to the Institute
for the Protcction of Children, ninc
percent of prostitutes were less than
10 vears old when they were sold
into sexual slavery. In Sri Lanka, at

least 10,000 boy prostitutes reccive
as little as a dollar per day as sexual
slaves. Child prostitutcs arc partand
parccl of tourist package holidays in
many countrics,

Because of widespread fears in
many Latin American countrics rc-
garding the usc of their homeless
children for “sparc parts,” prosti-
tutcs, and houschold scrvants or
slaves, some countrics have virtually
discontinucd all adoptions by Ameri-
cans. In 1992, a New Jersey lawyer
was arrested in Peru for child traf-
ficking. A former juvcenile judge ex-
plaincd anti-U.S. scntiments by Pe-
ruvians as a fear of "unscrupulous
lawyers. corrupt officials. and for-
cign couples with money...(who)
combinetotumna child intoanobject
of commercc, of decceit.” Scandals of
“baby-buying” and "baby-stealing™
have hit the Latin American coun-
trics of Bolivia, Columbia, Ecuador.
Honduras, Paraguay, and Guate-
mala like a violent storm.

In 1996, two United States report-
crs successfully bought two bov
slaves. ages 10and 12, inSudan. The
boy's were returned to their father as
the reporters confirmed first-hand
child slavery in Sudan. According to
the Washington Post, March 14,
1996, Black women slaves are sold
inKhartoumforaslittleas$15.U.S.
government reports placed the num-
ber of slaves currently held in North
Africa at 90.000 to 300,000, but
normal governmental relations con-
tinuc and cxpand among slave-hold-
ing countrics and the United States
cach and cvery day.

Inlectures across the United States,
a former FB! agent of 26 years

claims that auctions of missing and
cxploited children as held in the
United States. In America, nearly
onc million children are reported as
missing and cxploited cach year.
(850 children from Indiana remain
missing today.) Millions morc arc
shuttled into foster carcand brutally
scparated from their friends, tcach-
ers, clergy, and family members who
normally protect them from exploi-
tation. Arc these missing children
and foster children part of “the un-
derground worldof forced child pros-
titution” and child labor, described in
the Congressional Quarterly of Au-
gust 25, 19967

Who has cver apologized for sci-
cnufic cxperiments donc on infants
and toddlers used as sexual toys by
“rescarchers” for the Kinscy Insti-
tutc of Indiana University” Hun-
dreds of children were forced against
their will to scrve as sexual objects
for deviant adults who timed their
sexual responscs with stopwatches.
This violence done to infants and
children in the name of “science” is
reminiscent of the "scicntific experi-
mentation” doneto hundreds of Black
men with syphilis in the infamous
Tuskegee Study, which lasted for 40
years at taxpayer expense, The
Kinscy Institute is still funded at
taxpayercxpensc. Thetaxpayersand
decent citizens of America deserve
anapology for the slavery and bond-
ageof children and adults today. We
descrvemuch morcthan anapology.
Bondagcand brutality mustbeended.
Slavery is not a thing of the past, but
a modem-day monster which roams
the globe and preys on poor people
of all ages in every country.
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